
Faithful SayingsBULLETIN  OF 
THE OLSEN 

PARK CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

December 16,
2018

ISSUE

20.50

Services
Sunday: 9:00 AM

10:00 AM
11:00 AM

Wednesday: 7:00 PM

Elders:
Pat Ledbetter

Brady McAlister
Jeff Nunn 

Deacons:
Steve Dixon

Ryan Ferguson
Ben Hight

Blake McAlister
Walker McAnear

Ryan Matney
Sam Nunn

Lance Purcell
Justin Smiley

Kevin Wise
Trevor Yontz

Evangelist:
Kyle Pope

In November 2018 my wife 
and I had the thrill of seeing 
both of these artifacts in an 
exhibit at the Armstrong Audi-
torium in Edmond, Oklahoma. 
It was moving to consider that 
these small bits of clay may 
well bear witness to these 
great men of faith.

Hezekiah’s Life Extended
The Bible records that 

as Hezekiah prayed, “it hap-
pened, before Isaiah had 
gone out into the middle 
court, that the word of the 
LORD came to him, saying, 
‘Return and tell Hezekiah the 
leader of My people, “Thus 
says the LORD, the God of Da-
vid your father: ‘I have heard 
your prayer, I have seen your 
tears; surely I will heal you. 
On the third day you shall go 
up to the house of the LORD. 

And I will add to your days fifteen years. I will deliver you and this 
city from the hand of the king of Assyria; and I will defend this 
city for My own sake, and for the sake of My servant David’”’” 
(2 Kings 20:4-6). God may not extend our lives here on earth, but 
like Hezekiah, by His mercy He extends life in the age to come to 
those who serve Him faithfully. Jesus declared, “I have come that 
they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly” 
(John 10:10b). The apostle John ended his gospel explaining that 

his account was “written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name” 
(John 20:31). The extension of Hezekiah’s life was merely a foretaste of 
the Power that would ultimately conquer death and offer to all souls the 
way to eternal life.

What a comfort it must have been to Hezekiah to hear God’s prom-
ise “I will deliver you” and “I will defend this city.” We too face many 
dangers, obstacles, and threats. Like Hezekiah, in Christ we have the 
promise that God will deliver us from all our foes, whether persecution, 
temptation, enemies, or death. Paul wrote that in temptation God, “will 
not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the 
temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to 
bear it” (1 Cor. 10:13). Though we will face hardship, illness, and suf-
fering (John 16:33), in Christ we have the promise that God hears us 
and will answer in accordance with His will (1 John 5:14). Even in those 
things we must suffer, Christians are “more than conquerors through 
Him who loved us” (Rom. 8:37). Our victory is found in obedience to the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, by which God delivers us from all dangers (Rom. 
8:38-39). Like this ancient prophet and king, we too serve a real God of 
real promises and real deliverance. 

j

Hezekiah and Isaiah: Real Men 
Serving a Real God By Kyle Pope

Around 702 BC, Hezekiah, the faithful king of Judah learned some dis-
turbing news. Scripture records, “In those days Hezekiah was sick and near 
death. And Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, went to him and said to 
him, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Set your house in order, for you shall die, and 
not live”’” (2 Kings 20:1, NKJV). Imagine learning that you were about to die. 
How would you react? Isaiah, was one who could be trusted. He had faith-
fully prophesied during the time of Hezekiah’s father, grandfather, and great-
grandfather (Isa. 1:1). During Hezekiah’s own reign, Isaiah had revealed to 
him God’s deliverance from the Assyrian army that threatened Jerusalem 
(2 Kings 19:1-7). God revealed through Isaiah God’s answer to Hezekiah’s 
prayer during this perilous time (2 Kings 19:15-34) and God destroyed the 
Assyrian army, as Isaiah had prophesied (2 Kings 20:35). But, now his proph-
esy was not of deliverance, but death—the death of Hezekiah.

Scripture tells us Hezekiah’s reaction. It records, “Then he turned his 
face toward the wall, and prayed to the LORD, saying, ‘Remember now, O 
LORD, I pray, how I have walked before You in truth and with a loyal heart, 
and have done what was good in Your sight.’ And Hezekiah wept bitterly” 
(2 Kings 20:2-3). Like Hezekiah, we too are mortal. Our lives will not last 
forever on this earth. The Hebrew writer tells us, “And as it is appointed for 
men to die once, but after this the judgment, so Christ was offered once to 
bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a 
second time, apart from sin, for salvation” (Heb. 9:27-28). God may not tell 
us when our life will end, but it is an inescapable reality. 
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Hezekiah’s reaction is 
not surprising to us. He wept, 
and wept “bitterly” (or liter-
ally “a great weeping,” YLT). 
Like Hezekiah, the inevitability 
of death can lead us to sad-
ness, but God is not blind to 
this. Jesus wept at the death 
of Lazarus (John 11:35). He un-
derstands the pain of death. 
The Hebrew writer tells us that 
Jesus’ death, sharing in our 
flesh and blood, destroyed the 
devil’s “power of death” (Heb. 
2:14), releasing human beings 
who live in bondage to “the 
fear of death” (Heb. 2:15).

Hezekiah’s reaction is im-
pressive, because as he had 
done throughout his life, when 
he was confronted with danger 
his first reaction was prayer. In 
Christ we are to “pray without 
ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17). Paul 
told the Philippians, “Be anx-

clay. Bullae were used to 
seal documents and verify 
the author or sender. One 
of the bullae was quickly 
identified. It read, “Belong-
ing to Hezekiah, [son of] 
Ahaz, king of Judah.” For 
several years, other exam-
ples of Hezekiah bullae had 
circulated throughout the 
antiquities market, but this 
was the first to be found in 
a controlled, archaeologi-
cal excavation.1 It was found in a pile of debris against a wall near an 
area believed to have been used by the royal bakers up through the 
time of the Babylonian destruction of the city in 586 BC. It was deco-
rated with a winged sun-disk, believed by some to represent God’s 
care over His people. Psalm 84:11 declares, “For the LORD God is a 
sun and shield” and Psalm 91:4 promises, “He shall cover you with 
His feathers, and under His wings you shall take refuge; His truth 
shall be your shield and buckler.”

About ten feet away, they discovered another bulla whose 
significance would not be recognized for several years. The 
upper left portion of it was damaged, and the lower left was 
probably obscured when it was first impressed by its owner’s 
thumbprint—which is still visible. What remains is remarkable! 
The middle section reads in Hebrew, “leyesha‘yah[u],” mean-
ing  “belonging to Isaiah.” Now many people probably bore the 
name Isaiah, but the lower section has the three Hebrew letters 
nvy. The portion obscured by the thumbprint has room for the 
Hebrew letter aleph. If this was the full reading it, represents 
the Hebrew word nvy’, meaning “prophet.” That would make 
the full reading “belonging to Isaiah, [the] prophet.” Not all ac-
cept this conclusion. Some take it as a personal name of some 
other Isaiah, but to find the names of Hezekiah and Isaiah in the 

1  See Deutsch, Robert. “Lasting Impressions,” Biblical Archaeology 
Review 28.4 (July/August 2002): 42–46, 49–51, 60–61.

same proximity, within the same 
archaeological context is compel-
ling. Sixteen times the Bible uses 
these names together (2 Kings 
19:5, 20; 20:1, 8, 12, 14, 16, 19; 
2 Chron. 32:20, 32; Isa. 37:5, 21; 
38:1; 39:3, 5, 8). In her article re-
porting on this in the spring of 
2018, Mazar wrote:

…the close relationship 
between Isaiah and King 
Hezekiah, as described in 
the Bible, and the fact the 
bulla was found next to 
one bearing the name of 
Hezekiah seem to leave 
open the possibility that, 
despite the difficulties pre-
sented by the bulla’s dam-
aged area, this may have 
been a seal impression of 
Isaiah the prophet, adviser 
to King Hezekiah.2

2  Mazar, Eilat. “Is This the Prophet 
Isaiah’s Signature?” Biblical Archae-
ology Review 44.2 (May/June 2018): 
64–73, 92.

ious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace 
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 4:6-7). This doesn’t mean that every 
anxiety will be removed. Paul prayed three times for his “thorn in the 
flesh” and was told no (2 Cor. 12:7-9). But, prayer for the Christian, like 
prayer for Hezekiah, demonstrates a humble recognition of God’s do-
minion in our lives. Peter urged Christians, “humble yourselves under 
the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, casting all 
your care upon Him, for He cares for you (1 Pet. 5:6-7).      

Real Men in Real Places
As we consider this remarkable en-

counter, it is important for us to recognize 
that these men were not mythical charac-
ters from Star Wars, Harry Potter, or Lord 
of the Rings, but real men who lived on 
this earth centuries ago. In 2009, in exca-
vations conducted by respected archaeol-
ogist Eliat Mazar just south of the Temple 
Mount in Jerusalem in the area known as 
the “Ophel,” two small clay artifacts were 
discovered. They were two bullae, the im-
pressions made by a seal pressed into soft 

�e City of David
Location of Discovery

Temple Mount
Kidron Valley Ophel Excavations

Photo by Kyle Pope

Photo by Toni Pope
Replica of bullae sealing a document

Hezekiah Bulla Isaiah Bulla

Courtesy of Watch Jerusalem
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