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“Lovers of Pleasure, Rather than
LOVEI‘S Of GOd” By Kyle Pope

Paul warned Timothy in 2 Timothy 3:1-5 of the “per-
ilous times” that would come upon the earth. In his
list of some of the horrible traits that would character-
ize the people of these times he speaks of those who
are—“lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God”
(vs. 4 NKJV). The word used in Scripture for “pleasure”
is a form of the Greek word hedoné from which we de-
rive our word “hedonism,” defined as, “The doctrine
that pleasure or happiness is the highest good” (The
New Century Dictionary, 729).

In our time we have many who might be thought of
as “hedonists” (that is “lovers of pleasure”). There are...

e The Sexually Immoral who disregard God’s instruc-
tion about the proper use of our bodies in favor of sex-
ual pleasure.



e Pornographers deriv-
ing pleasure from the sin-
ful immorality of others.

® Drunkards who thrive
on the pleasure of in-
toxication in defiance
of God'’s prohibitions.

e Drug Addicts violat-
ing human and divine
law to satisfy their
hunger for a “high.”

e Unscriptural Divor-
cees who for the sake
of their own personal
pleasure sacrifice their
word, their families,
and their souls.

e “Dead Beat” Parents pursuing their own interests
without providing for the needs of their children.

e Abortionists murdering their own children be-
cause of inconvenience.

e Gamblers risking their livelihood for that chance
to “hit it big.”
® The Riotous allowing themselves to be caught up

in the revelry of a moment regardless of the dam-
age brought on others.

e The Greedy seeking to use the things of this life
only for their own enjoyment while ignoring oppor-
tunities to help others.

» Materialists devoting all of their attention to piling
up more and more goods on earth, while neglecting
spiritual riches.

e Denominationalists intent upon satisfying their
personal desires regarding how the church should
function.

e Unfaithful Christians more zealous for a
relaxing weekend than service to God.

The real irony of all this is that although
each of these types of people choose to re-
/ ject God’s instruction in favor of the pursuit

' of pleasure, the path they choose is actu-
ally one which will rob them of pleasure.
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Notice a few of the descriptions given to us of
the eternal fate of those who reject God’s word:

e They will receive “everlasting punishment”
(Matthew 25:46), being “punished with ever-
lasting destruction from the presence of the
Lord” (2 Thessalonians 1:9).

e They will suffer “the vengeance of eternal
fire” (Jude 7) while in “the blackness of dark-
ness forever” (Jude 13).

e This will be a place of “weeping and gnashing
of teeth” (Luke 13:28) where the “worm does not
die and the fire is not quenched” (Mark 9:48).

e There they will “have no rest day or night”
(Revelation 14:11), but “be tormented with
fire and brimstone” (Revelation 14:10) and
“the smoke of their torment ascends forever
and ever” (Revelation 14:11).

If there is one thing that is abundantly clear
about this horrible place, it is that it will be a
place of no pleasure whatsoever!

On the other hand we might notice some
descriptions of the eternal fate of the those
who heed God’s word:

e They will receive “eternal life” (Matthew
25:46) and the All-Mighty will “dwell with

them, and they shall
be His people and God

Himself will be with
them” (Revelation
21:3).

e In this new place they
will behold the glory of
God and Christ will be
their light (Revelation
21:23). “There shall
be no more death, nor
sorrow, nor crying; and
there shall be no more
pain” (Revelation 21:4).
In fact “God will wipe
away every tear from
their eyes” (Revelation
21:4) and Christ will
“lead them to living
fountains of waters”
(Revelation 7:17).

e God’s people will en-
joy “glory, honor and
peace” (Romans 2:10)
as they “rest from their
labors” (Revelation



14:13). “They shall
neither hunger any-
more nor thirst any-
more; the sun shall
not strike them, nor
any heat” (Revela-
tion 7:16). “And they
shall reign forever
and ever” (Revelation
22:5).

If there is one
thing that is equally
clear about this place,

it is that this will be a place of eternal joy and
pleasure!

Why would anyone choose a moment of
pleasure for an eternity of anguish? Because
we can be very short sighted! We are like little

children who will give every dime we have for one
bag of cotton candy now, rather than saving our
money to buy several bags in the future. Moses was
praised as one who rejected “the passing pleasures
of sin” (Hebrews 11:25) that he might serve God.

May we do the same.
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Welcome Visitors

We are so glad that you joined us today.

Please come again.

@ Let us know if you have any questions.



