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Welcome Visitors

We are so glad that you joined us today.
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Lessons from the Ark
By Kyle Pope

n 1981 a movie came out that was a fictional adventure

entitled Raiders of the Lost Ark about an adventurous ar-

chaeologist named Indiana Jones who gets caught up in a
search for the biblical Ark of the Covenant. The film was not
only the top-grossing film of
that year, but has remained one
of the highest grossing films of
all time. Most people have seen
the movie and could tell the
highlights of its storyline. Few-
er people, however, could relate
the true lessons that the real Ark
of the Covenant teaches us.

What Was the Ark of

the Covenant?

The Ark of the Covenant was a wooden box overlaid with
gold that God commanded the Israelites to construct after their
exodus from Egypt. It sat in the most holy part of the taber-
nacle (and later in the temple). On its sides were rings into




which two wooden poles,
also overlaid with gold,
were inserted. On top of
the chest was a lid called
the “mercy seat,” with
two angelic figures called
“cherubim” on each end
of the lid. While the Bible
doesn’t give a detailed
description of these
cherubim, we know they
had “wings” stretched
out towards one another
(Exod. 25:20). In many
ancient Near Eastern
cultures cherubim were
portrayed as creatures

with the body of a lion, wings of a bird, and the head of a
man. The Ark contained the tablets of testimony, Aaron’s
rod that budded and the golden pot of manna (Heb. 9:4). A
complete description is given in Exodus 25:10-22.

The Ark was a sacred object around which all Israelite
worship of God centered. It was sacred, not because of its
beauty or as some type of idolatrous relic to be revered. It
was sacred because it was the place where God spoke to
Israel. Referring to the “mercy seat” God said, “there I will
meet with you, and I will speak with you from above the
mercy seat, from between the two cherubim which are
on the ark of the Testimony, about everything which I
will give you in commandment to the children of Israel”
(Exod. 25:22,NKJV). The Ark could was only to be car-
ried by the Levites, the tribe from which all priests were to
come (Deut. 10:8). It was placed in the most holy place of
the tabernacle, then later in the most holy place of the tem-
ple. The High Priest came before the Ark once a year, after
offering a sacrifice for sin (Lev. 16:2-3; Heb. 9:7). While
God’s presence fills heaven and earth (Jer. 23:24), during
the time God’s covenant was in place with the Israelites,
His presence was focused in a special way upon the Ark
of the Covenant. In the destruction of the city of Jericho
the Ark of the Covenant was carried by the priests as they
marched around the city seven days leading to the collapse
of the walls in accordance with God’s command.

What lessons does this ancient object of Old Covenant
worship teach us today?

1. Obedience. When the Lord revealed how the Isra-
elites were to construct the Ark and then how it was to be
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used, the Lord expected obedience! Scripture tells

us that Bezaleel, an Israelite craftsman, followed
every detail of the instructions that the Lord had
given (Exod. 37:1-9). Years later God’s expectations
of absolute obedience were further underscored. A
man named Uzzah reached out his hand to steady the
Ark as it was carried on an ox-cart. Uzzah was not
authorized to touch the Ark and because of this the
Lord struck him dead! (2 Sam. 6.) The Ark teaches
us that God demands our obedience.

2. The Holiness of God. Scripture tells us
that the Ark was a symbol of the heavenly realities of
God’s glory. The Hebrew writer describes the various
objects that were in the two chambers of the taberna-
cle (and later the temple) called the Holy Place and
the Most Holy Place. In describing these things he
calls them ““copies of the things in heaven” (Heb.
9:23). It is unclear if this is literal or these objects
symbolized spiritual realities of things in heaven. It
is clear that in several passages in the Old Testament

God is described as the One
who “dwells (or “sitteth”
KJV) between the cheru-
bim” (Psa. 99:1; cf. 1 Sam.
4:4; 2 Sam. 6:2; 2 Kings
19:15; 1 Chron. 13:6; Psa.
80:1; Isa. 37:16). One prin-
ciple this clearly illustrates
is God’s separation from
sin. Do we remember what
happened after Adam and
Eve sinned? Before their
sin they enjoyed direct ac-
cess to God in Eden. God’s
nature, however, is such
that any violation of His
word cannot be tolerated.
Sin cannot come into His
presence. When the man
and woman were expelled
from Eden we are told that
God “placed cherubim

at the east of the garden
of Eden, and a flaming
sword which turned every
way, to guard the way

to the tree of life” (Gen.
3:24). The Ark symbolized
God’s separation from man
because of sin and the abso-
lute holiness of His nature.



