stroyed. Jesus taught, “do not fear those who kill
the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear
Him who isableto destroy both soul and body in
hell” (Matthew 10:28 NKJV). The word for “de-
stroyed” isapollumi (&dAAuut) meaning, “1. Ac-
tively. a. ruin, destroy... b. lose; 2. middle. a. be de-
stroyed, ruined. Of persons perish, die... Of Thingsb
e lost, pass away, be ruined, b. belost” (BAG, p. 95).
Nothing man can do can destroy the soul if we stay
trueto the Lord. This confident optimism is not only
accessible to Paul. It isavailable to al in Christ who
will recognize that “the thingswhich are seen are

the middleto lay
down a foundation”
(Zodiates, p. 826).
One can picture the
blessed apostle
thrown prostrate be-
fore hisenemiesin
persecution, but even

in such a dreadful temporary, but the things which are not seen are
condition hisrelation-  eternal” (2 Cor. 4:18).

ship to the Lord and

hope of salvation pe
could not be de- =
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Faithful Sayings

Optimism in the Face of Adversity

(A Word Study of 2 Corinthians 4:8-9)
By Kyle Pope

T he Holy Spirit can paint word pictures more

beautiful and stirring that any master artist could

ever produce. In 2 Corinthians 4:8-9 Paul
through the direction of the Holy Spirit paints such a
picture demonstrating the overwhelming optimism that
can characterize the Christian life. Consider what is
written:

“Weare hard pressed on every side but not

crushed” (vs. 8). Theword trandated “ hard pressed”
is the Greek word thlibo (BAiBc) meaning, “To press
(as grapes), press hard upon, properly... a compressed
way, i.e. narrow, straightened, contracted, metaphorical-
ly to trouble, afflict, distress’ (Thayer, p. 291). The pic-



ture hereisthat of be-
ing squeezed (much
like a bunch of grapes)
by trials and persecu-
tions. However, even
though Paul uses such
agraphic description
of hardship, in Christ
he could recognize that
he was not “ crushed.”
The Greek word for
“crushed” issteno-
choreo (oTevoxwp-
£w) Meaning, “To

crowd together into a narrow place, straiten; passive-
ly to be in straits, to be cooped up, to be cramped
from action, to be cramped in feeling” (Moulton, p.
375). Although Christians may face many pressures,
the hope and assurance offered in the gospel can al-
low the Christian to not be chocked and destroyed by
such pressures.

“We are perplexed, but not in despair” (vs.
8). The wording here is subject to afew different in-
terpretations. Paul may refer to his state of mind or
his material status. The word trandlated “ per plexed”
IS aporeo (amopécw)meaning, “To be without re-
sources, to be in dtraits, to be left wanting, to be em-
barrassed, to be in doubt, not to know which way to
turn... Middleto be at a loss with one's self, bein
doubt; not to know how to decide or what to do, to be
perplexed” (Thayer, p. 66). The word trandlated “de-
spair” isexaporeo (é§aTopéwd) meaning, “To be at
aloss. To be wholly without resource, to despair ut-
terly” (Zodiates, p. 600). “Be in great difficulty,
doubt, embarrassment... despair of living” (BAG, p.
273). If Paul is commenting on his material resourc-
es, athough he was virtually without financial re-
sources, in Christ he could recognize a spiritual trea-
sure that would never leave him impoverished. If in-

Olsen Park church of Christ

stead, he is commenting on his state of mind,
he demonstrates the attitude of contentment the
Christian can have with only the basic needs of
life (cf. 1 Timothy 6:8).

“Per secuted, but not forsaken” (vs. 9).
In Greek the word for persecution istied to the
idea of being pursued by one’'s enemies. The
word rendered “ per secuted” is dioko (di1cokw)
meaning, “1. To make to run, to run or flee, put
to flight, drive away; 2. To run swiftly in order
to catch some person or thing, to run after... 3.
In anyway whatever to harass, trouble, molest
one... to be maltreated, suffer persecution on
account of something... 4. Without the idea of
hostility, to run after, follow after some one; 5.
Metaphorically... to pursuei.e. seek after ea-
gerly, earnestly endeavor to acquire” (Thayer,
p. 153). Just as Paul had once pursued the
church trying to destroy it, he now found him-
self “pursued.” In Christ, however, he could
have the confidence that the Lord had not |eft
him to himself to face such trials alone. The
word for “forsaken” is egkataleipo (eykaTa-
Aeitreo) meaning, “To leave in aplace or situa-
tion, to leave behind; to forsake, abandon; to
leave as aremnant from destruction” (Moulton,
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p. 113). The picture hereis

that of one pursued by the
enemy but not left behind
by the Lord. No matter

what hardship might lay

before us Jesus has prom-
ised “I will never leave
you nor forsake you”
(Heb. 13:5).

“Struck down, but

not destroyed” (vs. 9).
At the time Paul wrote

these words he had already
faced thirty-nine lashesfive

times, beatings with rods
three times, and stoning

once (2 Corinthians 11:24-
25). Yet none of that could

affect his spiritual condi-

tion. The word for “struck
down” iskataballo (kaTa-

BaAAw) meaning, “To
throw, cast. To cast down,

used transitively for exam-

ple from heaven, In the
sense of to prostrate... In



