have if we want to please God. Among those atti-
tudes, Jesus makes the special mention of the
meek. “The meek will inherit the earth.” They are
the unassuming, the people who approach God'’s
not just do what He word without any pride or prejudice or precon-
says to do without ceived notions. They simply approach God’s word

MARCH 22

AL ) . = “God has
iz i #  chosen the

== foOlish...to put to

any questions or ca- with humility, thankful that God has loved us : e R
veats? enough to reveal His mind to us, and do what it SU”dayagfgg ﬁm ="l — = 1 Cor 127
says despite the religious “leaders” of the day look- 6-00 PM : '

In Matthew 5.in  INg down on them as being “simple-minded.” Let Wednesday: 7:00 PM
the Sermon on the us all strive to be “simple-minded” and we will in-
Mount. Jesus starts herit more than just the earth; we will inherit eter- Kon Ford

! en For

titudes we should \Z Pat Ledbetter I n the Gospels, we car
! see that Jesus was st
rounded by mobs of peo

Dean Bowers ple all the time. These
Eddie Cook d isted of
T e crowds consisted of peo-
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4700 Andrews Ave. 16:16). | guess the most efficient way of say-
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Sl LTy had different reasons for
Fred Perez
Z@)Q[CO]Z?Q Z ISI/OfS miracles (John 6:60-66). Some wanted to learn from
Kyle Pope Him (John 6:67-71). And, some were there because of
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806-352-2809 cause of their faith were the people you
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wouldn’t expect and nized Jesus the easiest. However, when they saw
the people who were Jesus, they refused to recognize Him as the Christ
theretotry and trip  (Matthew 12:38-42). The disciples believed Jesus,
Him up were the ones but even they didn’t seem to get it or who exactly
that should have Jesus was and what that meant all the time (Mark
known better and who 4:35-41). It's funny that the only ones that really
should have been seemed to have faith in Jesus were Gentiles (Mark
among the first to fall 7:24-30), Samaritans (John 4:40-42), the weak and
in-line behind Him.  poor and downtrodden. They were able to see Jesus
and their faith was unhindered by all the religious
The Pharisees “mis-learning” of the day. They were able to have
were the religious faith without preconceived notions. They were
leaders and they were able to see Jesus for who He really was despite
the ones that should being the “simple-minded” of the day.
have seen the signs
the clearest and recog- | wonder how many of us are like the Pharisees.
| don’t mean that the way so many people do when
they insult others by saying that they put an “undue
emphasis” on the Law of God. | mean it in the way
that they were blinded to Jesus by their years of re-
ligious study. How many of us can’t see Jesus and
what He taught because He doesn't fit into the
mold we think He should fit (Mark 3:1-6)?
Wouldn't it be better to just listen to Jesus, have
faith, and obey Him without looking for all the sup-
posed loopholes and caveats?

Olsen Park church of Christ
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For example, when Jesus says that a man af
woman should stay together through thick and &%
thin and the ONLY reason to get a divorce is se
ual infidelity. Why would we need to talk about
it any further than that? (See Matthew 19:1-10
Mark 10:1-12). Or when Peter says that you g8
need to be baptized for the remission of your sifs
to be added to the church as one of the saved. g4
Why would we need to have all of these ques-
tions about spiritual or physical baptism or othe 2
issues? (See Acts 2:38-47; 1 Peter 3:21). Or
when Paul, through the Holy Spirit and by the
authority of Jesus, says to sing and make meloq“
in the heart, why don’t we just do that? Why
would we have to examine the “instrumental  the “simple-minded” of
music” question? (See Ephesians 5:19; Colosstoday? Why is it so dif-
ians 3:16). Or finally, what about when James ficult for us to simply
tells individual Christians to take care of the  believe on Him and
poor, the destitute, the widows and orphans? obey Him? Is that so
Why would we even have to look at institution- hard? Is it our pride that
alism? (See James 1:27). IS getting in our way?
Do we have to show
Those are just four of many, many examplespeople how smart we
So, tell me: why can't we just look at the Bible, are? If that’s the case,
what Jesus says, and listen to it like the poor andhy not instead show
downtrodden did back then? Are we notthe people how “simple-
spiritually downtrodden today? Shouldn’t we beminded” we are? Why



