
I

Olsen Park Church of Christ
   4700 Andrews Avenue      Amarillo, Texas 79106

  (806) 352-2809

  Vol. X,  No. 46                          November 16. 2008

Elders:
Ken Ford

Charles Kelley
Pat Ledbetterr 

Deacons:
Dean Bowers
Eddie Cook
Bill Davis

Pat Goguen
Neil Ledbetter

Jeff Nunn
Fred Perez
Rusty Scott

Services
Sunday:          9:30 a.m.
                     10:20 a.m.
                       6:00 p.m.
Wednesday:    7:00 p.m.

Faithful Sayings
Ol P k Ch h f Ch i

f y g

VISIT US ON THE WEB:

www.olsenpark.com

Evangelist:
Kyle Pope

Strength & Obedience

Welcome Visitors
We are so glad that you joined us today.

Please come again.

Please Visit Our Website — www.olsenpark.com
Articles •  Audio Sermons • Outlines • Powerpoint Files
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n Deuteronomy 11:8
the Lord instructed
Israel “...you shall 

keep every command-
ment which I command 
you today, that you may 
be strong, and go in and 
possess the land which 
you cross over to pos-
sess” (NKJV). As the 
Lord was bringing the Is-
raelites into Canaan, in-
structions such as this 
would (quite literally) 
determine whether Israel 
was successful or wheth-
er they would face de-
feat. They would see, 
when they were faithful 
at Jericho, that God’s 
strength and not their 
own would allow them to 
defeat an enemy more 
powerful and well pro-
tected than they were  

(Joshua 6). Then they 
would also see, when 
they were disobedient at 
Ai, how helpless they 
were by their own 
strength without God’s 
power behind them 
(Joshua 7). 

As Christians, God 
has not promised to give 
us physical strength when 
we are obedient. Success 
in business, in warfare, 
material prosperity, rela-
tionships or competition 
is not guaranteed to the 
faithful Christian. How-
ever, there are a number 
of principles about 
strength and obedience 
which are paralleled and 
illustrated by the Lord’s 
instructions to Israel.

Read More at:

www.olsenpark.com

If One Religion Is As Good As
Another Why Did…

Christ Take Away One?
Hebrews 10:9, Colossians 2:14-17, 

Matthew 5:17-18

Paul Persuade Men?
Acts 18:13, Romans 10:1-3, II Corinthians 11:2-3

Multitudes Leave One?
Acts 2:5, 37-41, 4:4, Acts 6:7, 10:1-6

False Teachers Exist?
Matthew 7:15, I John 4:1, II Peter 2:1-2

Saul Change Religions?
Galatians 1:13-14, Acts 26:4-5

Scriptures Emphasize One?
John 17:20-22, Eph. 4:4-6, Galatians 1:6-9

Obey The Truth & Purify Your Soul
I Peter 1:22

“Your Word is Truth”
(John 17:17)
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the first step. Imagine that a person 
didn’t know how to read. Recognizing 
this problem they said to themselves, 
“I’ll read more books and then I’ll learn 
how to read.” They will never accom-
plish the first task (reading more 
books), if they don’t first accomplish 
the second task (learning to read). The 
same is true spiritually. Giving in to sin 
and disobedience weakens us for the 
spiritual battles we face. We will never 
grow stronger to be able to face these 
battles if we don’t first obey. Obedience 
is the foundation of spiritual strength 
and the key to spiritual success. 

3. Obedience Grants Us 
Strength for the Task at Hand. 
We are not asked to understand why 
God commands certain things of us. We 
are not asked to like these instructions 
or reasonably recognize the wisdom of 

obedience, but we are asked to obey. 
When we are obedient we gain a meas-
ure of strength to face the next battle. 
Every small victory strengthens us to 
face the next. This is the way it is intend-
ed to work. The only reason it does work 
is because we stop obeying and then act 
as if we don’t have the strength. 

Sometimes we may grow arrogant. 
We think our strength gained the victory. 
The Lord warned Israel, that they might 
come to say in their heart, “my power 
and the might of my hand have gained 
me this wealth” (Deut. 8:17). Or we 
may simply forget the Lord and turn to 
disobedience.  God warned the Israelites, 
through Moses, “Beware that you do 
not forget the Lord your God by not 
keeping His commandments, His 
judgments, and His stautes which I 
command you today” (Deut. 8:11). It 
could be that our love of the world may    

left to their own strength).This was 
much of the reason that their parents 
had been so frightened when the spies 
reported back to them. They recognized 
that they were not strong enough (by 
themselves). What they failed to realize 
was that their strength came from the 
Lord. 

In our lives we face strong and pow-
erful adversaries. Temptations toward 
materialism, sensuality, substance 
abuse, peer pressure to act, talk and 
dress like the world can be powerful 
forces that we often feel powerless to 
resist. While we must always be the one 
who chooses to obey, we must recog-
nize, like Israel, that there our strength 
comes from God and His word. When 
we choose to obey we must see our-
selves as surrendering our will to God 
and trusting that what He says is best. I 
once heard it put, “we must obey God 
and leave the consequences of our obe-
dience to Him.” 

We often ask, “what if other people 
laugh at me?” Or, “what if I don’t fit 
in?” Or even, “how can I be happy 
without __________?” The real ques-
tions we should ask are, “how will I an-
swer to God if I disobey?” Or, “how can 
I ever resist sin if I keep giving in to 
it?” Paul offers us such a wonderful ex-
ample of how important it is to see God 
as the source of our strength. He told 
the Philippians that he had learned con-
tentment in all situations, having come 
to recognize, “I can do all things 
through Christ who stregthens me” 
(Philippians 4:13). 

2. Disobedience Leads to Defeat. 
Many people wonder why they never 
grow stronger in their service to the 
Lord, in spite of the fact that they con-
tinually surrender to disobedience. 
Some think to themselves, “I’ll get my 
life straight and then I’ll be faithful.” 
The Lord told Israel that obedience was 

1. Our Strength Must Come from the Lord. While the number 
of men capable of fighting when the Israelites came out of their wander-
ings was significant (601,730 - Numbers 26:51), compared to the strength 
of walled cities and established nations of Canaan, they were helpless (if 

cause us to disobey.  Among the Jews, the time would come when there would be those, 
“whose heart turns away” from the Lord “to go and serve the gods of these nations” 
causing “a root bearing bitterness or wormwood” to be among them (Deut. 29:18). 
Whatever the reason, the problem remains simple, we must obey. The faithful soldier of 
the Lord who has labored obediently in the Lord’s kingdom for years didn’t just wake 
up one morning as strong was they have become in Christ. They took the simple steps 
of obedience and their strength increased along the way. By Kyle Pope


