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in the world” (13:1c); and finally, 3)The “during.” What does this tell us about the
continued love for them to that point in Passover? The fact that John begins 13:1
time—“He loved them unto the end” (13:1d). speaking of what happened “before the
When the next verse addresses the meal, notibeast of Passover” doesn’'t demand that
how it does so, “And supper being ended, theve understand thegenitive absolute
devil having already put it into the heart ofintroduction to the events of the meal as
Judas lIscariot, Simon’s son, to betray Himtaking place “before the feast of
(John 13:2). After just talking about Jesus’Passover.” John first describes some
continuing love, the Holy Spirit then moves toevents that happened before the Passover
address the object of His love whose action§13:1) and then moves to discuss what
would most test that love—Judas. happenedat the Passover (13:2). It is

The form of the opening phrase of Johrclear thatJohn passes over some events.
13:2 in Greek is something called theHe does not mention the institution of the
genitive absolute® This grammatical Lord’s Supper—perhaps because the
construction can only be translated intdSynoptic Gospels all address it). John
English by supplying prepositions orjumps to a discussion of events of the
adverbs which complete the meaning andvening of the meal in order to elaborate
fit the context. The judgment of a translatoiin greater detail upon other things that
plays a huge role in how such a text igook place during the Passover.
rendered. This passage could begin with When all these things are considered
any one of the following wordsvith, when,  together it becomes clear that there is no
as, while, etc. In addition to this, in the conflict between the accounts of the
second word in thegenitive absolute Gospel writers, in spite of the challenge
construction @inomai meaning “to that it presents to us all four Gospels are
become” or “happen,”) there is a singlein harmony. While the critic of faith will
letter textual variant in which somebe quick to make assumptions and use
manuscripts have the lettapsilon and their assumptions to discredit Scripture,
some have the lettéota. This single letter the believing student should train
changes the form from an aorist participléehemselves to carefully analyze the
(“having happened”) to a present participlevords (and silence) of Scripture. In most
(“happening”). This variant is reflected in (if not all cases) the puzzles we face rest
the King James reading “being ended” iron our own misunderstanding of the text,
contrast to the American Standard readingot the words of Scripture itself.

8 “The genitive absolute expresses time, cause, By Kyle POpe
condition, concession, or simply any attendant

circumstance” Greek Grammar. Herbert Weir

Smyth. Cambridge: Harvard University Press,

1976, 459).
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Dating Passover—And
The “Last Supper”

he student of the Gos- events leading up to the final

pels occasionally con- meal which Jesus ate with His

fronts wording in thedisciples.
different accounts of the Evan-  The problem starts at Be-
gelists which (at first glancelhany, where Jesus came be
seems to contradict the adere His death. In the context
count of other writers. If suchof discussing the anointing at
problems are not resolved, thRethany, Mark says, “After
way is left open for critics oftwo days it was the Passove
faith to discredit the doctrineand the Feast of Unleavenec
of the inspiration of ScriptureBread (Mark 14:1). Two vers-
Believers as well, may be leds after this Mark relates the
to doubt the faith they hold sanointing, in which a woman
dear. In most cases, these pur- the city anointed His feet
zles boil down to our own miswith fragrant oil. John, howev-
understanding of the text andr, begins this section, “Then,
can be resolved with somseix days before the Passove
careful examination of the deJesus came to Bethany, wher
tails of various accounts. Theazarus was who had bee
practice of harmonizing Scripdead, whom He had raised
ture can train us to avoid afrom the dead” (John 12:1).
sumptions that that are often dbhn then leads right into the
the heart of such misundemaccount of the anointingls
standings. A good example adne account setting the anoint-
this is seen in what the Gosng two days before Passover
pels record concerngn the and another six days before




2

it? (Let’'s come back to this a little later). Passover with the disciples (Luke 22:18.
The next problem comes when the medbhn placing Jesus’ trial before the Jewish
takes place. Both Matthew and Mark set theaders had eaten the Passover meal, on the day
meal and the disciples preparation of the howgken the Jews prepared their houses for the

“on the first day of the feast of unleavenddassoverHow do we unravel this puzzle?
bread” (Matthew 26:17), “when they killed the This is not a puzzle that is easily resolved.
Passover” (Mark 14:12). John, on the othbtany different attempts have been made to
hand, begins the discussion of the meal bgrmonize these accounts. Dan King in his
saying, “Now before the feast of the Passovegmmentary on the Gospel of John lists
when Jesus knew that His hour had come teaamples of seven different explanations (of
He should depart from this world to the Fathefarying merit) that have been offered to solve
having loved His own who were in the worlahis puzzle (263-8).0One interesting theory was
He loved them to the end” (John 13:1). He thérst offered by the French Scholar Annie
moves directly into the meal setting, declarinauber Based on evidence from Qumran,
“and supper being ended...” (John 13:5. Jaubert argued that different calendars were
John saying this meal was not on Passowecognized in Palestine among the Jews. If
night in contradiction of the other accounts®esus and His disciples followed a calendar like
(We'll come back to this also). that used at Qumran the Passover might have
Finally, during Jesus' trial, John records twaome before the Passover recognized by the
statements which add to the puzzle. First, iemple at Jerusalem. If so, the difference
records a statement about the Jewish leadbefyveen John and the other Gospels is an issue
“Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to tbé which calendar was being used as the
Praetorium, and it was early morning. But thegference point. Jaubert's theory is interesting
themselves did not go into the Praetorium, ldsit not universally accepted. Sacha Stern argues
they should be defiled, but that they might ethiat there is not sufficient evidence to prove that
the Passover” (John 18:28). After Jesus tieere were different calendars in widespread use
scourged by Pilate, John writes, “Now it was the time of Jesus.
the Preparation Day of the Passover, and about The answer may not be as complicated as it
the sixth hour. And he said to the Jews, “Behalédems. Barry Smith in his essayhe
your King!” (John 19:14). The other Gospel€hronology of the Last Suppergues that the
clearly record Jesus having already eaten thgue rests on understanding Biblical

1 Dan King.The Gospel of JohmBowling Green, Kentucky: Guardian of Truth Foundation, 1998. 263-8.

2 Annie JaubertThe Date of the Last Suppdirans. |. Rafferty. Staten Island, New York: Alba House, 1965.
Also, “The Calendar of Qumran and the Passion Narrative in Johdghim and the Dead Sea Scrolsd.
James H. Charlesworth. New York: Crossroad, 1991, 62-75.

3 Sacha Stern. “Qumran Calendars: Theory and Practic&iérDead Sea Scrolls in their Historical Context.
Eds. Timothy H. Lim, Larry W. Hurtado, A. Graeme Auld and Alison Jack. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark,
2000, 179-186. Also, “Rachel Elior on Ancient Jewish Calendars: A Critiduegh: Historical Studies in
Science and Judaisi(2000) 287-92.

terminology* Smith shows the fact that in bothdays before Passover Je2SME TOBethany” 3
Biblical and extra-Biblical texts, “Passover” car(John 12:1, emphasis mine). Then, after this
refer to the one day feast and to the seven dstatement, the account of the anointing is
“Feast of Unleavened Bread” which followedntroduced with the Greek wordun meaning
it.5> During these days festival meals were eatéthen, therefore, accordingly, consequently,
each night. That means that the Jewish leadetisese things being so” (ThayeiQun simply
refusal to enter the Praetorium “that they mightfers to the next thing that happened which
eat the Passover” could refer to any meal duririgghn chooses to discuss. It doesn’t have to mean
the “Feast of Unleavened Bread” which wathat the meal took place on the same day that
also called the Passover. Smith furtheJesus came to BethahyBy contrast, Mark
documents the fact that the terparaskeue describes a succession of events. At a time in
translated “Preparation Day” in John 19:14 ishich, “after two day was the Passover” (Mark
regularly used of the day before the Sabbatl#:1a), the Jewish leaders conspired to Kkill
day® That means that the phrase “Preparation désus (Mark 14:1b). This took place when Jesus
the Passover” (KJV) refers the day before thgas, “in Bethany at the house of Simon the
Sabbath, that fell during the Feast ofeper” (Mark 14:3). This tells us that the
Unleavened bread (which was also called thgnointing at Bethany took place two days before
Passover). Smith does not address the issuetltd Passover, and Jesus came to Bethany six
the dating of Bethany, nor John’s phrase “befortays before the Passover (or four days prior to
the feast of the Passover” (13:1) immediatetpis).
before recounting the events of the métdw That brings us to the final piece of the
do these two pieces fit into the puzzle? puzzle—John 13:1. The same careful
A good practice in Bible study is toexamination of the text clears away some
constantly ask what a textoesand does not assumptionsWhat does John say happened
say. It is easy to jump to conclusions when th®efore the feast of Passover"MNote three
text itself does not present what my brothethings: 1) Jesus’ knowledge of His
Curtis Pope, likes to call an “inescapabléeparture—“Jesus knew that his hour was come
conclusion.” The Bethany texts are a case that he should depart out of this world unto the
point. Does John say the anointing was six daysather” (13:1b); 2) Jesus’ love for His
before Passover®o! What the text says, is “six disciple—having loved his own which were in

4 Barry Smith. “The Chronology of the Last Supp&#stminster Theological Journ&B:1 (1991) 29-45.

5 See Luke 22:1; Mark 14:12; Ezek. 45:21 and Joseptnigjuities of the Jewd4.2.1.

6 See John 19:31 where it is clear this is “Preparation Day” before the Sabbath—identified as a "High"
Sabbath because it fell during the Passover/Feast of Unleavened Bread celebration. Also, Mark 15:42;
Luke 23:54 and Josephusntiquities of the Jew416.6.1.

7 Oun “does not always furnish a strictly causal connection, but may be used more loosely as a temporal
connective in the continuation or resumption of a narratiteGeek Grammar of the New Testament
and Other Early Christian Literaturer. Blass, A. Debrunner and Robert Funk. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1961, 234-5).



