|tA” Stafted Wlth aLittleBoy(Cont. from

pg. 3) unitieswe haveto usethe giftswhich
God has given us? This young boy gave
to Jesus what he had to meet the needs of
others. We each have our own gifts and
unigue opportunities to let the Lord work
through us (Romans 12:4-16). Sometimes
it can be something as simple as sending a
card, making a phone call, or taking time
for avisit to encourage another. Whenwe
think of our shut-ins, do we remember that
at one time it could be said, “they were
there every time the doors of the church
building were open,” and they were our
Bible classteachers, deacons, el ders, mem-
berswho visited and took food when aneed
arose, members who contributed labor to
the care of the church building, and pre-
pared the communion? It isnow because
of age and physical infirmity that they can
no longer assemble with us. Can Jesus
work through you to remind them that their

service in His kingdom is valued and to
encourage them as brothers and sistersin
the Lord?

Are you sharing the greatest blessing
of al that you have—are you sharing the
Gospel with others? Canyou invite some-
one to come for Bible study and worship
on Sunday or Wednesday? Can you share
the teaching of God'sWord with some soul
today? In John 6, we read of the miracle
of Jesus when He used five barley loaves
and two small fish to feed five thousand
men. But there is a greater hunger than
that of the physical man—the spiritual hun-
ger of thesoul. Jesusdeclarestous, “l am
the bread of life. He who comes to Me
shall never hunger, and hewho believesin
Meshall never thirst” (John 6:35). Always
remember it's the little things in life that
can make a difference.

By Bill Davis

Welcome Vigitors

We are so glad that you joined us today.
Please come again.
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Yet, whenwearewilling to
try to help do that task, there
have been those around us

buy enough bread for each
to have a hite.”
(Cont.onpg. 2)



HA” Started Wlth d |_ |tt|€Boy (Cont.from
pg. 1) John 6:1-14 reads: “After these
things Jesus went over the Sea of Galilee,
whichisthe Seaof Tiberias. 2 Thenagreat
multitude followed Him, because they saw
His signs which He performed on those
who were diseased. 3 And Jesus went up
onthemountain, and there He sat with His
disciples. 4 Now the Passover, a feast of
the Jews, was near. 5 Then Jesus lifted up
Hiseyes, and seeing agreat multitude com-
ing toward Him, He said to Philip, “Where
shall we buy bread, that these may eat?” 6
But this He said to test him, for He Him-
self knew what He would do. 7 Philip an-
swered Him, “Two hundred denarii worth
of bread is not sufficient for them, that ev-
ery one of them may have alittle.” 8 One
of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s
brother, said to Him, 9 Thereisalad here
who has five barley loaves and two small
fish, but what are they among so many?’
10 Then Jesus said, “Make the people sit
down.” Now there was much grassin the
place. So the men sat down, in number
about fivethousand. 11 And Jesustook the
loaves, and when He had given thanks He
distributed them to the disciples, and the
disciples to those sitting down; and like-
wise of the fish, as much as they wanted.
12 So when they were filled, He said to
Hisdisciples, “ Gather up thefragmentsthat
remain, so that nothingislost.” 13 There-
fore they gathered them up, and filled
twelve baskets with the fragments of the

five barley loaves which were left over by
those who had eaten. 14 Then those men,
when they had seen the sign that Jesusdid,
said, “Thisis truly the Prophet who is to
come into theworld.” (NKJV)

In thiscrowd of peoplewasyoung boy
who had five small barley loaves and two
small fish. “How far will this food go
among so many?’ Now when Jesus had
asked Philip wherethey could buy enough
bread to feed this large crowd of people
Philip started to count the cost with regard
to what it will take to buy enough food.
When Jesus asked Philip this question
Jesus wanted to teach him that the finan-
cial resources available are not the most
important onestolook to. Philip, like many
of us today, will limit what God will do
with us by assuming what is and is not
possible. AsChristianstoday, likethedis-
ciplesthen, we should not let our estimate
of what cannot be done keep us from tak-
ing on atask, God can and will do therest;
all we haveto dois help provide the faith
and the resources to get the job done.

In John 6, we see a comparison be-
tween the disciples and thisyoung boy who
gave what he had. The disciples certainly
did have more of the resourcesthan the boy
did; they just could not see it at the time.
Theyoung boy gavewhat littlefood he had
and this made all the difference in letting
Jesus do therest. For those of ustoday, if

weawaystell ourselvesthat we have noth-
ing to give or offer to God, He will have
nothing to use on our behalf. Like the
young boy we too can take what little we
have and let God turn it into something
grand.

Jesus, in performing these miracleswill
usually prefer to work through the people.
Here Jesus took this young boy and used
what food he had offered and used it to
accomplish one of the spectacular miracles
that we have recorded in the Gospels.
Young or old, age is not a reason fail to
serve and follow Jesus as we go though
life. AsChristians, we should all have the
faith that this young boy had when he of-
fered hismeal to Jesusin order to let Jesus
perform this miracle. 1t would seem this
young boy had morefaith than thedisciples
had and they were with Jesus every day.

How often today do we as Christians
hesitate to follow Jesus when we think we
are getting over our head in serving God?
Do we first think of what it might cost us
in Our Own Money, or do we think of the
cost morein spiritual termsinwhich souls
hang in the balance? Do we actually count
the cost asto what it will cost us, or dowe
just step back and say it cannot be done? |
like the story about this young boy with
his food; we need to remember back in
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those daysfood was hard to comeby. This
young boy could have told Jesus and his
disciplesto gotothelake and get your own
fish and buy your own bread. He not only
gavehisfood, but thisyoung boy gave him-
self to allow Jesusto work through hisgift.

When the disciplesexpressed their con-
cern as to where the crowd of over five
thousand would sit and eat, Jesus offered
them asolution—you givethem something
to eat. The disciples had to take a step
backward because they were focusing all
their attention on what they did not have
(food) instead of doing something about
it. You see, God will never ask us today,
like His disciples then, to do something
what we cannot do or handle. We should
not let our lack of faith or resources blind
usin seeing God's power at work in usto-
day. Philippians 4:13 says, “I can do all
thingsthrough Christ who strengthensme.”
If we see what God would have us do
through HisWord and we seek to do it, we
can have confidence that God will be with
us and help us.

Have we given ourselves first to the
Lord and His service? Are we waiting for
amore convenient time? Or, are we wait-
ing for an opportunity to do “great things’
for the Lord? Do we underestimate the
value of everyday opport- (Cont. on pg. 4)
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